
Renaissance Mystery: The Case of the Missing Medici Masterpiece

Subject: History (Renaissance Period)

Grade Level: 8th Grade

Time Allotment: 45-60 minutes

Learning Objectives:

● Students will analyze primary and secondary sources to draw historical conclusions.
● Students will interpret and evaluate visual evidence (art and maps) in a historical

context.
● Students will develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills through collaborative

inquiry.
● Students will communicate their findings effectively in written and oral formats.

Materials:

● Copies of the historical documents and images (see below)
● Blank maps of Renaissance Italy
● Markers, colored pencils, or other drawing materials
● Whiteboard or chart paper

Historical Documents:

● Letter from Lorenzo de' Medici to Michelangelo: [Link to document]
● Excerpt from Vasari's "Lives of the Artists": [Link to document]
● Newspaper article from 1504 reporting the theft of a painting: [Link to document]

(You can create this yourself based on the historical context)

Art Images:

● Michelangelo's "David" [Link to image]
● Botticelli's "Birth of Venus" [Link to image]
● Leonardo da Vinci's "Mona Lisa" [Link to image]

Maps:

● Map of Renaissance Italy: [Link to map]



Lesson Procedure:

Introduction (10 minutes):

1. Begin by introducing the Renaissance period and its key figures, such as the Medici
family and Michelangelo. Briefly discuss the cultural and artistic achievements of this
era.

2. Explain to students that they will be acting as historical detectives investigating the
mysterious disappearance of a famous Renaissance masterpiece.

3. Divide students into small groups and distribute the historical documents and art
images.

Source Analysis (20 minutes):

1. Guide students through each document and image, prompting them to analyze the
information and identify key details.

2. Have students discuss the following questions in their groups:
○ What information does each document/image provide about the Renaissance

period and the Medici family?
○ What can we learn about the relationship between Lorenzo de' Medici and

Michelangelo?
○ What clues do the documents/images offer about the missing masterpiece?
○ Can we identify any potential suspects or motives for the theft?

Mapping the Mystery (15 minutes):

1. Provide each group with a blank map of Renaissance Italy.
2. Ask students to use the information from the documents and their own inferences to

plot the possible locations where the missing masterpiece might be hidden.
3. Encourage them to consider factors such as the Medici family's influence,

Michelangelo's travels, and any geographical clues mentioned in the documents.

Presentation and Conclusion (10 minutes):

1. Have each group present their findings to the class, explaining their reasoning for their
chosen locations on the map.

2. Discuss the different theories and encourage students to compare and contrast their
evidence.

3. Conclude by summarizing the key learning points of the activity and emphasizing the
importance of critical thinking and historical analysis in understanding the past.

Differentiation:



● For advanced students, provide additional historical documents or challenge them to
research specific aspects of the Renaissance period or the Medici family.

● For struggling students, offer scaffolding questions or provide graphic organizers to
help them analyze the documents and images.

Assessment:

● Observe students' participation in group discussions and presentations.
● Collect and evaluate students' completed maps and any written notes or summaries.
● Consider having students write a short report or create a multimedia presentation

summarizing their findings.

Extension Activities:

● Students can research other unsolved mysteries from the Renaissance period.
● They can create their own historical mysteries based on other historical figures or

events.
● Students can visit a local museum or art gallery to learn more about Renaissance art

and culture.

Additional Resources:

● The Metropolitan Museum of Art:
https://www.metmuseum.org/visit/plan-your-visit/met-fifth-avenue

● The National Gallery: https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
● The Louvre: https://www.louvre.fr/en/
● History Channel: https://www.history.com/

I hope this provides a helpful framework for your "History Mystery" activity on the
Renaissance period. Feel free to adjust the resources and activities to best suit your
students' needs and interests. Remember, the key is to create an engaging and interactive
learning experience that encourages students to think critically and explore the fascinating
world of history.
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